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March 22, 2010
Senator Mark Wyland

State Capitol, Room 4048

Sacramento, CA  95814

Re: Senate Bill 1278

Dear Senator Wyland,
I am writing in support of SB 1278.  Last July, the Legislature passed and the Governor signed AB X4 2 which contained a suspension of the Curriculum Framework and Evaluation Criteria Committee’s work revising the History-Social Science Framework.  
The History-Social Science draft document, approved by the California Curriculum Commission on July 17, 2009 for field review, includes updated content and pedagogical approaches to provide students with the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to become informed, responsible, engaged citizens in our nation and the globe.

The updated draft includes:

· Examples of authentic assessment

· Discussion of culturally relevant content and instruction

· Literacy and English Learner strategies

· Advances in civic education and service-learning approaches

· Strategies for integrating the Education and the Environment Initiative

· Resources and professional organizations to support teachers’ ongoing professional development and instructional practices

I believe that it is critical to get the framework revisions back on track.  Therefore I support SB 1278 which requires the state board to adopt a revised curriculum framework and evaluation criteria for instructional materials in history-social science and science in 2011. 

It is imperative for the California Department of Education to provide high-quality curriculum frameworks to California educators who carry the responsibility of instructional rigor and professional integrity on their shoulders.  It is equally imperative that teachers have the guidance and tools to provide their students with a high quality civic education.  I thank you for your efforts.

Sincerely,

