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Name of Resource: LegiQuest: Problem Based Unit
Type of Resource 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Literature (e.g. research, journal articles, newsletters)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Curriculum Materials or Program
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 School or District Demonstration Site
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Support Provider (e.g. community-based organizations, resource experts, after-school groups, etc.)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
Grade Level(s):   FORMCHECKBOX 
 K-3     FORMCHECKBOX 
 4-5     FORMCHECKBOX 
 6-8     FORMCHECKBOX 
 9-12
Abstract : (Describe your resource in 25 words or less.)
Free HS Government unit on Congress, lawmaking process, role of lobbyists. Uses problem based learning methodology; students groups work in an engaging real-world scenario.                      

Promising Approaches: If applicable, please indicate the number(s) of the Promising Approach(es) that best address your resource: 
	Six Promising Approaches to Civic Education:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#1: Classroom instruction in government, history, law, and democracy

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#2: Discussion of current issues  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#3: Service-learning linked to formal curriculum and classroom instruction  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#4: Extracurricular activities

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#5: Student voice in school governance

 FORMCHECKBOX 
#6: Student simulations of democratic processes and procedures


	


Description of your resource, including expected outcomes and how the resource supports CMS goals and objectives. (125 words or less. Please spell out acronyms.):

The nonprofit Buck Institute for Education has developed curriculum units for high school government courses that help meet CMS goals for providing effective instruction that builds knowledge and skills for citizenship. The engaging methodology of problem based learning challenges students to solve realistic problems by applying content knowledge and conceptual understanding of democratic principles. In small groups, students research and present solutions using collaboration and oral presentation skills. Units are teacher-tested and researched in diverse classrooms. 

In the unit "LegiQuest," students will gain an understanding of how lobbyists research and advocate for issues, propose legislation, strategize work with Congress, and propose alternative pathways if they fail to pass a bill.   



California Academic Content Standard(s) addressed, if applicable:
(For Example: California History-Social Science Standards 12.2, 12.4; CA English-Language Arts standards, persuasive writing and speaking/listening strategies in the elementary grades.)  California standards: http://www.cde.ca.gov/be/st/ss/  Compilation of national standards: http://www.mcrel.org/standards-benchmarks/  

CA History-Social Science 12.3.2, 12.4.1, 12.6.4, 12.7.6, 12.8.2, 12.8.3
Measurable Evidence (to support the use of your resource) 

Category

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Informal Surveys
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Research-based w/outside evaluator
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Anecdotal Evidence
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:      
Narrative Description of Evidence (75 words or less):

The Buck Institute has conducted internal research on our materials for high school economics, which use the same methodology as our government units, and has found that the approach improves retention of knowledge and student motivation. Surveys of teachers and numerous anecdotal reports indicate a very high level of satisfaction with the results gained by the use of our units.

Organization/Agency Name: Buck Institute for Education
Organization/Agency:  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Governmental    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 For-Profit    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Non-profit

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 School or LEA

Type of Organization/Agency:  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Advocacy  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Youth Serving  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Voting  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other: curriculum research and development
The mission statement/goals of your organization (50 words or less):

The Buck Institute for Education (BIE) is a non profit research and development organization working to make schools and classrooms more effective through the use of problem and project based learning. BIE creates curriculum and training materials, provides professional development, and conducts and disseminates research. 
Mailing Address: 18 Commercial Blvd., Novato CA 94949
Contact Person: John Larmer
Title: Associate Director of Program Development
Fax Number: 415-883-0260
Website Address:
 www.bie.org
Phone Number: 415-883-0122
E-mail address: johnlarmer@bie.org

























