EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

C:_{AR:.E% N. Quicrey

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Taomas A. Craven, Esq,
' President

© Rwra M. Gappsvsen
Vice President

Crara Summ, Esg.
Secretury

DE. Tom Groenn
- - Chicf Fincnctal Officer

" Maxia Casmras

DR H Davio P

Prox. C. Flves FRIEDMAN

| Maxudg Frost

. JaNET M, Gresy
WrzLiax . HATCHER
Stawey W. Leoro

| DR, Wrreiam L. Lucas

- PR. Dair ROCERS MaARSHALL
Dr. ar: Mossavem-RaEMANT
. Lavra QLeamy

How. fames D. Orre

Dr. Riceazn F. Peprrsen
Jaxza N, Pesnon, Hsq.

. Dm, Patt, M. Possemaro .|

. Dr Crare N. Quony
M. Carsaes Ravimay, Esq,
.. 'RoOPERT B. Taviox

~ Imar THomsonw

Frow, Jowatman Vagar
© o DaviD VIGILANTE
PavLes Weaver, Hsg.

T Rosert WaLLs
~CranLes L. WrITESIDE
) DaNTEL Wong
Jasess W ZIGLAR, 52,

-MEMBEHS EMERITUS

DR R. FREEMaN BuTrs
Joanniz M. Garvey, Bsq.
A. Rovaro OaxEs

LErans R. Smiwa, J&., B3,

MAIN QFRFICE

Fia4s Doveras Fir Roap
Carapasas, CA 93302
Ba8.yp1.032t ¥/ 818.351.9330
CCRGCIVICED.ORG
WWNCIVICEDLORG

WASHINGTOM, DC OFFICE

1743 CONNECTICUT AVENTUE N'W
WasEmNGTaN, DC 20009
207,861.8%800 ¥/ 2028619811
CENTEREAST@CIVICET.ORG
WWWCIVICEDL.ORG

CENTER FOR CIVIC ED  Fax:818-591-8330

Center for Civic Education

May 21, 2608

The Honorable Mark Leno

Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee
California State Assembly

State Capitol -

P.O. Box 942849

Sacramento, CA 94249-0013

Fax # 916-319-2181

Dear Assemblymernber Leno:

I write to you on behalf of the Center for Civic Education in support of AB 2544, We
believe that all young people in California should be prepared to be active and
responsible citizens. The evidence from many sources, including the most recent
National Assessment of Educational Progress in civics, makes clear that California’s
youth are not civically knowledgeable and sufficiently engaged in politics and
government, Unfortunately, the most recent research repotts only confirm that sad
state of affairs and indeed indicate that schools are not providing equal access to civic
education opportunities,

For instance, in the research report Democracy for Some: The Civic Opportunity Gap
in High School, Joseph Kahne and Ellen Middaugh of Mills College show that
wealthier students were twice as likely to report studying how laws are made than
students from poor families. Without such fundamental insights into the workings of
our democracy as knowing how legislation is snacted, these poorer students are
“civically at-risk” and lacking the potentia] for effective citizenship. Furthermore,
25% of college bound students were able to participate in simulations of the
democratic process and other relevant role-playing exercises, as compared with 17%
of those planning on attending Vocationa) Education, and only 10% with no post high
school educational plans.

We must not leave the poorest of our students behind in their opportunities to leamn
about their government, because we know that civic education has an effect on civic
involvement after these students have graduated. We know that young people who
don'’t attend college vote at far lower rates than those who do. But even, those who
attend college vote at far lower rates than they should.

We need to improve the civic education of our youth on a broad scale, and AR 2544 is
a reasonable step towards accomplishing that goal. The Califomia Jegislature has
already endorsed the goal in passing ACR 30. Let’s build on that resolution and fake a
solid step forward. Thus we urge yon to teke action on Increasing civic opportunities
for all students and vote for AB 2544,

Charles N. Quigley
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